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expected to live.  They decided that it must be
baptised at once, and so all the preparations were
made for this important ceremony ; a large room
was selected and the whole household assembled,
every one being provided with a burning taper which
had to be held during the service. A little girl, the
child-aunt of the baby, who wayin the front row,
grew very tired, and settled, unobserved, on the
floor with her lighted taper in her hand; the
sponsors were just in the act of renouncing the Evil
One and his deeds, when they discovered that the
long flowing robes of the priest had caught fire from
the little girl's taper, and the poor old man was
rather severely burnt. This was considered by the
superstitious servants to be a bad omen, and a
troubled and eventful life was predicted for poor
little Helena Hahn.

Contrary to expectations the baby lived and grew
up, although for some years her health was delicate;

but it improved greatly, for at ten years of age she
was a good rider, and at fifteen she could control any
Cossack horse; a Cossack horse is generally con-
sidered to have a will and a way of its own, but so
had Helena Hahn.  She was daring, very lively,
and full of humour, with a passionate love for
everything unknown and mysterious, and a craving
for independence and freedom of action.

The child's nurses were familiar with, and fully
believed in all the legends and customs relating to
the fairies and the goblins, and they were persuaded
that Helena had some touch with the unseen
worlds ; thus on a certain day in July, each year,
her nurse would carry her all round" the estab-
lishment, and make her sprinkle the four
corners with water, the nurse repeating mystic *
sentences the while. Sometimes, when she was
older and understood her superiority better, little
Helena would frighten the poor nurse by telling